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Hazpanne nyonukanuu: « TEACHING THE LANGUAGE OF LITERACY »

Annotation: Literacy is the foundation of education and social participation,
requiring an understanding of language structures, cognitive processes, and effective
pedagogical approaches. This article explores the teaching of literacy language,
emphasizing phonemic awareness, vocabulary development, comprehension
strategies, and writing skills.

Keywords: Literacy, phonemic awareness, reading comprehension, vocabulary
development, writing skills.

Introduction

Language is a fundamental tool for literacy, encompassing reading, writing,
listening, and speaking. Teaching the language of literacy requires an understanding of
phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics (Snow et al., 1998). This article
examines the linguistic and cognitive aspects of literacy instruction, focusing on
strategies that support reading and writing proficiency.

Theoretical Foundations of Literacy

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Phonemic awareness—the ability to recognize and manipulate phonemes—is
crucial for early literacy. Phonics instruction, which connects sounds to letters, is
essential for decoding skills. Systematic phonics instruction has been shown to improve
reading outcomes.

Vocabulary Development

A strong vocabulary enhances reading comprehension and written expression.
Research indicates that direct vocabulary instruction, along with exposure to rich
language environments, improves literacy. Strategies such as morphological analysis

and semantic mapping aid in vocabulary acquisition.
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Reading Comprehension Strategies

Comprehension requires the integration of background knowledge, inference-
making, and metacognitive skills. Effective strategies include guided reading,
questioning techniques, and summarization. Reciprocal teaching, which involves
predicting, questioning, clarifying, and summarizing, enhances students' understanding
of texts.

Writing as a Literacy Component

Writing fosters literacy by reinforcing language structures and critical thinking.
Instructional approaches such as process writing, peer feedback, and explicit teaching
of grammar and text organization support writing proficiency.

Challenges in Literacy Instruction

Dyslexia and Other Learning Difficulties

Dyslexia, a neurobiological reading disorder, affects phonological processing and
reading fluency. Structured literacy programs, including multisensory approaches,
benefit students with dyslexia.

Multilingualism and Literacy Development

Multilingual learners face unique challenges in literacy acquisition, requiring
instruction that bridges their linguistic backgrounds with new literacy skills. Bilingual
education and translanguaging strategies enhance literacy outcomes for multilingual
students.

Evidence-Based Instructional Approaches

Explicit and Systematic Instruction

Explicit teaching of literacy skills, including direct instruction in phonics and
comprehension strategies, leads to stronger reading outcomes.

Integrating Technology in Literacy Education

Digital tools, such as interactive e-books and literacy apps, support engagement
and personalized learning. However, careful implementation is necessary to ensure

effectiveness.
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Conclusion

Teaching the language of literacy involves a multifaceted approach that integrates
phonological awareness, vocabulary development, comprehension strategies, and
writing instruction. Addressing challenges such as dyslexia and multilingualism
requires tailored interventions. Future research should explore the impact of emerging

technologies on literacy education.
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