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DIPLOMATIC STRATEGIES OF THE MIDDLE PERIOD OF THE 

WARRING STATES ERA 

Abstract: During the Warring States period, when appanage territories became 

independent kingdoms, they invented and tried all possible ways to ensure the 

preservation of their state. The middle period of the Warring States period was a time 

of fierce struggle between the Hezong (Vertical Alliance) and Lianheng (Horizontal 

Alliance) alliances. The so-called Hezong was an alliance of weak states against a 

strong state, and Lianheng was an alliance between a strong state and the weak. 
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Therefore, those who devoted themselves to diplomatic missions to promote the idea 

of such alliances were called zonghengjia (diplomats, orators). Their outstanding 

representatives were Su Qin and Zhang Yi. Why were these diplomatic strategies 

especially important during the Warring States period? The answer to this question is 

given in the main part of this research paper. 

Keywords: diplomatic strategies, diplomatic tactics, diplomatic mission, 

diplomatic alliances. 
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